
AP English Language & Composition 

Summer Reading Assessments 

2019 - 2020 
Greetings, 

 

Thank you for your interest in AP Language & Composition. In order to be adequately prepared 

for this course this fall, please complete the reading assignments detailed below. Summer 

reading is due on the first day of class - no exceptions. 

 

Part I: Scratch Beginnings: Me, $25, and the Search for the American Dream by Adam W. 

Shepard 

 

This autobiography tells the tale of a young man desperate to determine if the American Dream 

is actually attainable. His story was conceived as a refutation to the argument made by Barbara 

Ehrenreich in her book Nickel and Dimed: On (Not) Getting by in America. Shepard writes about 

her claim,"Ehrenreich attempted to establish that working stiffs are doomed to live in the same 

disgraceful conditions forever … my story is a search to evaluate if hard work and discipline 

provide any payoff whatsoever or if they are, as Ehrenreich suggests, futile pursuits." 

 

As you read, determine the intended audience (note: the intended audience is NEVER 

“everybody”) and intended purpose of Shepard’s argument. It may be helpful to make 

annotations in your book to aid you in part III (see below) of this assignment.  

 

Optional Supplement to Reading: Join Mr. Orr and Mrs. Collier for a summer session on July 

10, 2019 from 10:00 am - 11:00 am to discuss and ask questions about the book. You must 

have read the book to attend this session. 

 

Part II: Thank you for Arguing: What Aristotle, Lincoln, and Homer Simpson Can Teach Us 

About the Art of Persuasion by Jay Heinrichs (any edition is acceptable) 

 

In his book, Heinrichs offers a simple introduction to the foundation of argument. With a 

plethora of easy-to-understand examples and a warm and witty tone, Heinrichs textbook-like 

book is a quick and interesting read that will enable you to put your best foot forward at the onset 

of this class. 

 

As you read, consider the argument made by Shepard in Scratch Beginnings. Was his argument 

effective? Why? Why not? How could his argument have been more effective? It may be helpful 

to make annotations in your book to aid you in part III (see below) of this assignment.  

 



Optional Supplement to Reading: Join Mr. Orr and Mrs. Collier for a summer session on July 

31, 2019 from 10:00 am - 11:00 am to discuss and ask questions about this book. Additionally, 

prepare to write part III (the graded part) of this assignment at this session. 

 

Part III: After completing parts I and II of this assignment, write a 750-1000 word essay 

analyzing the effectiveness of Shepard’s argument in Scratch Beginnings. To be successful in 

this essay, you must… 

1. Write in MLA format 

2. Meet the minimum word count and/or not exceed the maximum word count 

3. CITE evidence from Thank you for Arguing to support your claim. You must include a 

minimum of two citations from each major section of Heinrichs’ book (offense, defense, 

advanced offense, advanced agreement).  

4. All of your evidence should include warrants that address your claim. Warrants indicate 

how the selected evidence supports the writer’s claim (that’s you!).  

5. Be sure to indicate the intended audience AND purpose of Shepard’s book. If you do not 

do so, your claim may be incomplete or ineffective. 

 

Your grade on this essay is your ONE AND ONLY grade for summer reading. How/If you 

choose to do annotations in the books is entirely up to you; they will not, however, be 

submitted for a grade. You must come to class on day one with your essay PRINTED and 

READY TO SUBMIT. 

 

If you have any questions, please feel free to email Mr. Orr (robert_orr@charleston.k12.sc.us) 

or Mrs. Collier (emily_collier@charleston.k12.sc.us) at any time this summer. Because we are 

also on break, we may not be checking our email daily, but we will get back to you as soon as we 

can. 

 

Happy Reading! 

 

Mr. Orr & Mrs. Collier 

mailto:robert_orr@charleston.k12.sc.us
mailto:emily_collier@charleston.k12.sc.us

